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THEEE INTERESTING LETTERS. 

The following interesting letters of General George 
"Washington to General " Light Horse" Harry Lee ; from 
Tobias Lear, private secretary, and from John Greenwood, 
dentist to "Washington, have recently been presented by 
William Alexander Smith, Esq., New York, to the Manu- 
script Department of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

, , t. a Baltimore April 17 th 1789. 

My Dear Sir, * 

I called at Mr. Moncreiff's with the enclosed bill, and was 
informed that he went over to the Eastern Shore sometime 
last week, and was not expected home for several days. I 
could find no person who transacted his business in his 
absence from whom I might have gained some information 
respecting the payment of the bill. I have therefore left it 
that you may do with it as you think best. Perhaps it 
might be well to leave it in the hands of some Gentleman 
here who will receive payment of it when Mr. Moncreiff 
returns, and remit the money to New York. 
Mr. Curson informed me that he had shipped the seeds on 
board a vessel bound to Alexandria, which had sailed yester- 
day morning, and that he had charged the Captain to land 
them at Mount Vernon on his way up the River. 
With my best wishes for a pleasant journey, and in expecta- 
tion of the happiness of seeing you shortly, 
I am, my dear Sir, 
Very respectfully & Sincerely 

Your affectionate & Obed. Serv' 

Tobias Lear. 
His Excellency 

General Washington. 

_. c Mount Vernon 2 d Apr 1 1797. 

Dear Sir, r 

If this letter should happen to find you in Philadelphia, 

the intention of it is to bring you acquainted with the situ- 
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ation of Mess. Reed & Ford's engagement to transfer (after 
the 28th of March) seventy shares in the Bank of Columbia 
on your account for my benefit. 

On my way home, I placed their obligation in the hands of 
a Gentleman within the District of Columbia, for the pur- 
pose of having this transfer made. 

The following extract of his letter to me was received on 
friday last, but not in time to forward it by the Post of next 
morning, although I instantly wrote & took the chance of a 
letter getting to Mess. Reed and Ford by the Mail of that 
day ; & now enclose a duplicate, open for your perusal before 
it is delivered. 

" Enclosed is Reed & Ford's obligation w ch you left with me, 
but on application to one of the Officers in the Bank to 
transfer to you the shares in question, he informed me it 
could not be done without a power of attorney from them 
to some person in this town to make the transfer. It is 
suspected by some persons here, they have failed, and today 
I was told by a Director they had no Shares in the Bank 
of Columbia. Perhaps you may think it advisable to write 
on immediately that you may secure yourself in this 
business." 

This business, my good Sir, you will recollect well, was not 
of my seeking ; that it was not agreeable to me to be paid 
in that way (because it was the money I wanted) and that it 
was to accomodate you, under strong assurances that the 
obligation of Reed & Ford was as good as the Bank, &c, 
that I yielded to the measure. How far the assertion was 
well founded, may while you are on the spot be worthy of 
enquery ; as my confidence in, and disposition to oblige you 
has envolved this result. 

I would fain hope that that part of the extract which relates 
to the failure, is without foundation ; and for the honor of 
honest men, & fair dealing, I also hope it will not be found 
that they have been selling property to which they had no 
right & and of w oh they were not possessed. At any rate I 
shall lose what I ought not, & what I should not, if the 
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money had been properly paid for from my unacquainted 
in these matters and from the motives mentioned before, I 
have collected forty dollars a share when at the time, and 
now, the money (if I had been disposed to apply it so) 
would have procured these shares at thirty three dollars 
each by which means in twenty eight hundred dollars I 
sustain a loss of 490 besides loosing the interest on the for- 
mer sum from the 24 th of February until the transfer is 
made. 

I am Dear Sir 

Your Very H ble Serv* 

„ , T G° "Washington. 

Gen l Lee. 

Few York Decern 6 r 28 1798 
Sir, 

I send you inclosed two setts of teeth, one fixed on the 
Old Barrs in part and the sett you sent me from Philadel- 
phia which when I Received was very black Ocationed 
either by your soaking them in port wine, or by your drink- 
ing it. Port wine being sower, takes of all the polish, and 
All Acids, has a tendency to soften every kind of teeth and 
bone. Acid is Used in Contriving every kind of [torn] 
therefore it is very pernicious to the teeth. Advice you to 
Either take them out, After Dinner and put them in cleain 
water and put in another sett, or Cleain them with a brush 
and som Chalk scraped fine, it will Absorbe the Acid which 
Collects from the mouth and preserve them longer. I have 
found another and better way of useing the Sealing wax, 
when holes is eaten in the teeth by acid &c — 
first Observe and dry the teeth, then take a peice of Wax 
and Cut into as small peices as you think will -fill up the 
hole, then take a large nail or any other peice of Iron and 
heat it hot into the fier, then put your peice of wax into the 
hole, and melt it by meanes of introducing the point of the 
Nail to it. I have tried it and found it to Consolodate and 
do better than the other way and if done proper it will 
resist the Saliva, it will be handyer for you to take hold of 
the Nail with small plyers than with a tongs thus [drawing] 
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— the wax must be very small not bigger than this D if 
your teeth Grows black, take some chalk and a Pine or 
Cedar Stick, it will rub it of. If you whant your teeth 
more yellower soake them in Broath or Pot liquer, but not 
in tea or Acid. Porter is a Good thing to Coulor them 
and will not hurt but preserve them but it must not be in 
the least pricked. 

You will find I have Altered the upper teeth you sent me 
from Philadelphia — leaving the enamel on the teeth don't 
preserve them any longer than if it was of, it only holds 
the Color better, but to preserve them they must be very 
often Changed and Cleained for whatever atacks them must 
be repelled as often or it will gain Ground and destroy the 
works — the two setts I repaired is done on a different plan 
then when they are done when made intirely new, for the 
teeth are Screwed on the barrs, insted of haveing the barrs 
Cast red hot on them, which is the reason I believe the 
destroy or desolve so soone near the barrs. 

Sr 

After hopeing you will not be Obliged to be troubled very 
sune in the same Way 

I Subscribe myselvth 
Your very humble 
Servant 

John Greenwood. 
Sr — the aditional Charge is 
fiveteen dollars. 

p. s. I expect next Spring to move my family into 
Connecticut State: If I do, I will rite and let you know, 
and wether I give up my present business or not, I will as 
long as I live, do any thing in this way for you If you 
require it. 

Lieut General 
George "Washington 

Mount Vernon 

near Alexandria 
Virginia. 



